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Lesson 1: Intro to RC & Reading Techniques

Intro
e Reading Comprehension (RC) is more straightforward than other verbal question types.
e This lesson covers how RC fits into the verbal section, what to expect from RC passages, and best practices for

reading passages.

RC in the Verbal Section:

RC guestions make up a little more than half of the verbal section (13-14 questions per section).

Questions are spread over 3 or 4 passages, with 3 or 4 questions per passage.

The passage can be used as a reference for all questions.

The GMAT determines all questions in an RC set in advance; answering questions right or wrong does not affect the

difficulty of subsequent questions within that same passage set. Difficulty adjusts after the last question of the set.

RC Passage Content:

e RC passages fall into four content categories: business, biological science, physical science, or social science.
e Contentis typically dry and academic, similar to undergraduate reading.

e Passages range from 1-4 paragraphs. Shorter passages may have harder questions.

RC Reading Best Practices:

e Time Management: Aim to read an RC passage in 2-3 minutes. Practice with Official Guide passages to gauge your
reading speed.

e Explain the Passage to Yourself: Pause every two or three sentences to summarize what you've read. This improves
retention, especially under stress.

e Aim for 50-60% Comprehension: Don't try to memorize the entire passage. Focus on understanding the author's
purpose and the purpose of each paragraph. Most information in a passage won't be tested.

e Pay Close Attention to the Beginning and End of Each Paragraph: Authors often place the most important
information in these sections.

e Don't Get Bogged Down by Sentences You Don't Understand: If you encounter a confusing sentence, don't dwell on
it. You can likely still grasp the main ideas of the passage without understanding every single sentence, and it might

not be relevant to any questions. Keep moving forward.
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Lesson 2: Question Types

RC Questions Intro

e GMAT Reading Comprehension (RC) questions are divided into two categories:
e Main ldea questions (approx. 25%)
e Detail questions (approx. 75%)

e [t's important to distinguish between Main Idea and Detail questions.

e The goalis always to have a reasonable idea of the correct answer before looking at the answer choices.

Main Idea Questions:

e Do not directly reference specific portions of the passage.
e You need to predict the answer yourself before evaluating choices.
e Two forms:

e Purpose of the passage

e Purpose of a paragraph

Detail Questions:

Directly reference a portion of the passage.

You should go back to the passage to find the answer BEFORE reading the choices.

The answer to EVERY RC detail question is written somewhere in the passage.

You will never have to read between the lines, make logical jumps, or analyze the text.

Four forms:

e Specific Detall

e Inference

e Author’s Reasoning
e CR-Style

Specific Detail Questions:

e Ask about a specific detail in the passage.

e Find the detail in the passage and match it with the correct answer.

Inference Questions:

e On the GMAT, an "inference" is something that NEEDS TO BE TRUE based on the evidence in the passage, not

something that is just likely to be true.
e GMAT inferences can only tell you things you already knew from the passage.

e The answer will always be directly stated in the passage, despite the name suggesting otherwise.

&GURUTOR © Gurutor, All Rights Reserved.



Author’s Reasoning Questions:

e Ask to determine WHY the author wrote a word, phrase, or sentence.
e Something in the passage directly points to the correct answer.

e Transition words (e.g., in addition, however, moreover, for example) are often helpful.

CR-Style Questions:

e Borrow common question types from Critical Reasoning: strengthen, weaken, and find the assumption.

e Key: Fully understand the portion of the passage you are supposed to strengthen, weaken, or find an assumption for.

e These are rare on the test.

Lesson 3: RC Language Patterns Review Page

Language Patterns Intro:
This page reviews answer choice language patterns in Reading Comprehension (RC) questions. Understanding these

patterns can help determine the likelihood of an answer being correct, even without full passage comprehension. This

knowledge, combined with passage understanding, provides multiple paths to the correct answer.

Language Patterns 1: Tone Neutral vs. Too Opinionated
e Good Version (More Likely to be Correct): Tone Neutral Language

e RC passages are academic, objective, and tone neutral.

e Answers with tone-neutral language are more likely to be correct, especially in main idea questions.
e Examples: describe, present, introduce, examine, discuss, address, illustrate, explore
e Bad Version (Less Likely to be Correct): Opinionated Language
e Answers with opinionated language are less likely to be correct.
e Examples: argue, advocate, challenge, debate, cast doubt, should, call, into question

e This pattern is particularly helpful in main idea questions.

Language Patterns 2: Soft/Wishy-Washy vs. Too Definitive
e Good Version (More Likely to be Correct): Soft or Wishy-Washy Language

e Answers using soft or wishy-washy language are harder to prove wrong, making them more likely to be correct.
e Examples: some, likely, possibly, generally, often, may be, can, might, many, seems, could, certain (individuals)
e Bad Version (Less Likely to be Correct): Definitive Language
e Answers using definitive language are easier to prove wrong, making them less likely to be correct.
e Examples: only, any, each, will be, cannot, determine, prove, preclude, most, is not, none, must, significantly,

primarily, would not have, unanimous

e This pattern is more common in detail questions, particularly inference questions, than in main idea questions.
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Language Patterns 3: Unjustified Comparisons
e Bad Version (Less Likely to be Correct): Unjustified Comparisons
e Answers suggesting the author made a direct comparison in the passage are unlikely to be correct.
e Examples: contrast, more than, better, less, best, comparing, similar, equal, as much as, same

e This pattern is helpful in both main idea and detail questions, though perhaps more so in main idea questions.

Key Takeaways for Using Language Patterns
To effectively use these language patterns:
e Memorize the 5 Categories: There are two "good" categories and three "bad" categories.
e Memorize Key Words: Learn at least some of the words that fall into each category, especially the "bad" ones.
e Avoid Combining Categories: Do not combine all "bad" language categories into a single "too strong" category, as
this can lead to incorrect eliminations.
Justify Your Thinking: Always relate your assessment of a word (as good or bad) back to one of the

specific categories.

&GURUTOR © Gurutor, All Rights Reserved.



	Gurutor-RC-Review
	Gurutor-RC-Review-1
	Gurutor-RC-Review-2
	Gurutor-RC-Review-3
	Gurutor-RC-Review-4

