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Data Insights Strategies Review

1 Data Sufficiency +  Two-Part Analysis
2 Graphics Interpretation 5 Multi-Source Reasoning

3 Table Interpretation

{0 Lesson 1: Data Sufficiency

Data Sufficiency Overview

Data Sufficiency questions test our ability to recognize whether we've been given enough information to answer a
question. They used to be part of the quant section, so the questions will be more quant-focused. There will be roughly
6 Data Sufficiency questions per DI section, and you should spend an average of 2:00 per question.

DS Methodology

DS Answer Choices
e The answers to every DS question are the same, so we need to memorize them

e Mnemonic (Twelve - Ten)

(A) - 1 alone is sufficient

(B) - 2 alone is sufficient

e (C) - Together the statements are sufficient
(D) - Each statement is sufficient

(E) - Not enough information

DS Process
1. Analyze the Prompt to determine what we need to know to be able to answer the question
2. Evaluate the statements
ii. Start with the easier statement in isolation
iii. Move to the harder statement in isolation
3. Combine the statements only if neither statement is sufficient on its own

Elimination Grids
1. Grid 1
e AD < S1 is sufficient
e BCE < S1 is not sufficient

2. Grid 2
e BD <« S2 is sufficient
e ACE < S2 is not sufficient

Sufficiency cs. Insufficiency

Value Questions
e Sufficient: the statement tells us that there can only be one value that answers the question
e Not Sufficient: the statement tells us that there are multiple values that could be the answer to the question
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Y/N Questions
e Sufficient: the statement tells us that the answer either must be yes or must be no
e Not Sufficient: the statement tells us that the answer could be yes AND could be no.

Data Sufficiency Strategies
The various DS strategies will primarily help us identify what we need to know to be able to answer the question but
can also help us evaluate the statements.

Rephrasing
Objective: to simplify the question and/or statements to make it easier to see what we need to know to answer the
question and what we're given in the statements

e Algebraic Rephrasing: using math to simplify the question and/or statements

e Logical Rephrasing: using logic to simplify the question and/or statements

Testing Cases
Objective: to strategically test sets of values to prove that the statement is not sufficient to answer the question.

Testing Cases Process
1. Write down what will prove the statements insufficient
2. Make a table or diagram to organize your tests
3. Try to prove insufficiency
a. If you can prove that the answer to the question can vary, then the statement is not sufficient
b. If you cannot prove that the answer to the question can vary, then the statement is sufficient

Just Think About It

The “just think about it” strategy groups together all of the questions that aren’'t well-suited to the other strategies.
Given that the new GMAT Focus Edition only contains a handful of DS questions, there’s not much value in breaking
down the “just think about it” questions into more detalil, as most of those subcategories won't appear on your test and
even the ones that do will almost certainly only appear once.

It's also important to note that many of the questions that fall into the “just think about it” category will reward us for
using strategies that we've practiced extensively in our quant modules. For example, two overlapping set questions are
fairly prevalent in data sufficiency, meaning that you may have an opportunity to use the double-set matrix to solve a DS
question. Definitely look for opportunities in DS questions to use strategies that help us solve specific types of quant
problems!

“Just think about it” questions will typically require us to use our conceptual understanding of the math that the GMAT
tests. This could mean leveraging our understanding of divisibility principles, our grasp of percentages, or our mastery of
basic statistics.

Lesson 2: Graphics Interpretation

Gl Overview
There will be 3-4 Graphics Interpretation questions per DI section, and you should spend an average of 2:30 per question.
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Types of Graphs
Bar graphs
Scatter plots

Pie charts

Flow charts

Quant Skills Tested

e Percentages
e |f nis a smaller percentage of x than of y, then x must be bigger thany
e Percent translations

Estimation

Statistics

Probability

Coordinate Plane
e Slope

General Tips
e Check the dropdown menus before you start trying to answer the question
e Be skeptical of answers that seem too obvious
e |f you can’t confidently identify the answer just from looking at the graph, then you will likely need to start writing
things down and doing some basic math
e Don’t forget about the calculator!

Lesson 3: Table Interpretation

Tl Overview
There will be 3-4 Table Interpretation questions per DI section, and you should spend an average of 2:30 per question.

Quant Skill Overlaps
e Statistics

e Median

e Mean

e Mode

e Range

General Tips

e Sorting by the right column is the most important factor for success

e Read carefully! The categories in the table often have similar names, so it's easy to mix them up if you're not careful.

e Don’t waste time reading the blurb in detail. You can basically always answer the questions without the blurb info.

e The blurb will often tell us how many terms there are in the table, which is helpful if we need to find a median value

e Sometimes you’ll need to estimate/ballpark/guess to keep up with the clock. Be prepared to go with answers that you're
not 100% certain about.

e Beware of real world inferences! The answers must be definitively provable based on the information provided!

e |f you're doing a lot of computation, you're doing something wrong. Most of the questions can be answered without
having to do any computation at all

e “No0" can be right because the values in the table either directly contradict the statement or offer nothing to support the
statement

e Basically no variance within this question type. They all pretty much feel the same.
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Lesson 4: Two-Part Analysis

Two-Part Analysis Overview
There will be 3-4 Two-Part Analysis questions per DI section, and you should spend an average of 2:30 per question.

Two-Part Analysis Subtypes

Two-Part Analysis questions have the most variety of any of the DI section question types. Roughly 60% are like
questions from the Quant section. Approximately 30% are like Critical Reasoning questions from the Verbal section.
The remaining questions are similar to the Logic Games that the LSAT made famous.

Critical Reasoning
e Answer each question separately (if possible)

Quant

e Expect to see questions from the following Quant topics.

e Probability
e Rates

e Sequences
e Percents
Translations
e Statistics

Logic Games
If they ask us to figure out which items CANNOT go in specific places in the diagram, write out all the ways in which the order
CAN work and then answer the question from there

Lesson 5: Multi-Source Reasoning

MSR Overview

There will be 3-4 Multi-Source Reasoning questions per DI section on 1-2 multi-part prompts, and you should spend an
average of 2:30 per question.

MSR General Tips

e Scan over the various elements of the given info before looking at the questions
e The answer to every question is contained somewhere in the given info. You just need to find it!
e Prioritize the questions that make it easy for you to know which part of the given to examine
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