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(" Lesson 1: Intro to CR & Identifying Question Types

Intro to CR
e CR guestions have a short passage with one question.
e Formatting: Short passage on top, question underneath, then answers at the bottom.
e Each verbal section contains 9 or 10 critical reasoning questions.

e Average approximately 2:00 per CR question.

CR Families and Question Types

All CR questions fall into one of three families:

Structure Family

e Key Question Type: Describe the role (questions with bold text).
e Rare Question Type: Describe the argument.

e \When reading: Focus on the passage's structure, especially the conclusion's location.

Assumption Family (most important)

e Argument Types:

e Plan arguments

e Explanation arguments

e Regular arguments (don't fit the other two categories)
e Common Question Types (/5% of CR questions):

e Find the assumption

e Strengthen the argument

e \Weaken the argument

e Evaluate the argument
e Rare Question Type: Find a flaw.

e \When reading: Understand the passage's conclusion and premises.
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Evidence Family

e Question Types:
e Inference
e Explain the discrepancy
e When reading:
e Inference questions: Read the passage without looking for anything specific.

e Discrepancy questions: Understand the surprise and why it's surprising.

Structural Components of CR Passages
Most CR passages are built from a mix of four components:
e Conclusion: The author’s main claim.
e Premises: Pieces of evidence the author uses to support the conclusion.
(Conclusion + Premises = Author's Argument)
e Counterpoints: Anything that contradicts the author’s conclusion.

e Background: Context, usually largely irrelevant.

Identifying Key CR Question Types

Quickly recognizing the question type and knowing what to look for in the passage is crucial for CR.

1. Strengthen the Argument
a. Asks you to find an answer that makes the argument more likely to be valid
b. Example phrases: "most support the recommendation,”" "most strongly supports the prediction."

2. Find the Assumption
a. Asks you to find something the author of the argument needs to believe in order to think that the argument makes
sense
b. An assumption is something that is required by the argument

c. Example signals: “required”, “depends”, “presupposes”

3. Explain the Discrepancy
a. Asks you to find an answer that explains something surprising or a unusual.
b. Example phrases: "most helps to explain”
c. Also indicated by "justifies" or "accounts for."

4. Weaken the Argument
a. Asks you to find something that makes the argument less likely to be valid
b. Example phrases: "most seriously undermine the explanation,” "casts the most serious doubt."
5. Evaluate the Argument
a. Asks you to find something that is useful to determine, helpful to compare, or important to assess to evaluate the
validity of the argument.
b. Example phrases: "most useful to determine,

most useful to establish in evaluating the argument.”
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6. Describe the Role

a. Asks you to identify the roles played by specific portions of the passage.
b. Dead giveaway: Anytime you see bold text in a CR problem.
c. Example phrase: "the two boldface portions play which of the following roles?"

7. Inference

a. Asks you to find an answer that the passage supports (the passage supports the answer).
b. Often uses phrases that can be confused with strengthen questions, but the direction of support is key.

c. Example phrases: "The information given above best supports which of the following conclusions?," "The
considerations given best serve as part of an argument that."
d. Distinction from Strengthen:

I. Strengthen: Answer supports the passage.
il. Inference: Passage supports the answer.

Lesson 2: Deconstructing Arguments

CR Intro to Passage Structure

e Conclusion: The main point of the author's argument. Often a prediction, explanation, or intended outcome of a plan.
Never a fact.

e Premise: The evidence the author offers in support of the conclusion. Every argument will have a premise and a

conclusion.

e Counterpoint: Something that contradicts the author's argument. Can be a counter-conclusion or a counter-premise.

Not present in all passages.

e Background: Provides context and is usually not crucial.

CR Intro to Signal Words

e Signal words help quickly identify argument components.

CR Signal Words Conclusion

e These words indicate that a conclusion, typically the author's conclusion, is coming next.

e Examples: therefore, so, clearly, consequently, thus, in order to

CR Signal Words Premise

e These words typically indicate that a premise, usually the author's premise, is coming next.

e Examples: since, because, for, plan to
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CR Signal Words Counterpoint

e These words indicate that a counterpoint is coming next. These are less common and less important.

e Examples: even so, while it is true that, although

CR Signal Words Full Structure

e These signal words provide information about what is coming next AND what came before.
e They indicate that the statements preceding them were counterpoints (and possibly background info).
e They indicate that the statements following them will be the author's argument (conclusion and
premise), though not necessarily in that order.

e Examples: however, but, nevertheless, yet

Lesson 3: Argument Types

Argument Types
e This review page focuses on recognizing different types of Critical Reasoning (CR) arguments, which all share the
premise-conclusion structure but vary in content. Recognizing argument types is crucial for success in CR questions.

There are three main types of arguments in the assumption family: plan arguments, explanation arguments, and

regular arguments.

Plan Arguments

Plan arguments are the easiest to identify.
e Premise The premise is a plan or action
e Conclusion: The conclusion is the intended outcome or effect of that plan or action.

e Key difficulty: Students often struggle to determine the conclusions of plan arguments; remember the conclusion is

always the effect of the plan.

Plan Arguments Conclusion Signal Words:

e "in order to"
e "plan to" (to a lesser extent)

e Conclusions in plan arguments are more likely to appear not at the end of the passage.
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Plan Arguments Premise Signals Words:

e "plan to"
P Ilbyll

e Premises in plan arguments are usually easier to find than conclusions.

Plan Arguments Recognition Tips:

e Read the QUESTION STEM carefully: often uses the word "plan" and tells you the intended
outcome/conclusion.

e The word "plan" will often appear in the passage itself.

Explanation Arguments

Distinguishing explanation arguments from regular arguments is the most challenging.
e Premise: Often an observation (especially "nature-y" things) or results of a study.
e |f a study establishes a correlation, it might be a special type: correlation-causation argument.
e Conclusion: Offers an explanation for the premise
e |In correlation-causation arguments, the conclusion proposes a causal relationship between two correlated things

(e.g., A and B are correlated, so A causes B).

Explanation Argument Conclusion Signals:

e hypothesize e shows
® SO e Mmust
e clearly e indicates

Explanation Argument Premise Signals:

e since
e because
e Often discuss something related to science or nature.

Explanation Argument Recognition Tips:

e Ask yourself: "does the conclusion explain the premise?" If yes, it's an explanation
argument.
e Remember that explanation arguments often discuss science or nature.

&GURUTOR © Gurutor, All Rights Reserved.



Regular Arguments

e Premise: supporting evidence (fact or claim)
e Conclusion: prediction or judgement based off of that evidence
e Defining feature: They are not plan or explanation arguments.

e Variance: Much more variation in conclusions and premises compared to other argument types.

Regular Arguments Conclusion Signals:

e Predictions: will, can, cannot
e Judgments: should

Regular Argument Premise Signals:

e since
e because

Regular Argument Recognition Tips:

e The easiest way to identify a regular argument is to confirm it's neither a plan nor an
explanation argument.
e Remember that conclusions are often predictions or judgments.

Lesson 4: Assumption Family Question Types

Assumption Family Question Types

Strengthen the Argument: Find an answer that supports the author’s argument, making its conclusion more
likely to be valid.

Example:

If the argument is "l will go for a 3-mile run every morning; therefore, | will lose weight," a strengthener could
be that | will combine this exercise program with a low-calorie diet.

Weaken the Argument: Find an answer that attacks the author’s argument, making its conclusion less likely to
be valid.

Example:

For the same argument, a weakener could be that | will start eating a lot more due to extra hunger from my
morning runs.
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Evaluate the Argument: The right answer helps determine whether the author’'s argument or conclusion

is valid.
e Lever/Yes/No Test: Evaluators pose a question whose answer will either strengthen or weaken the

argument.

Example:

For the weight loss argument, an evaluator could be "will | start eating a lot more?" helps determine validity. If
"ves," it weakens; if "no," it strengthens.

Find the Assumption: The right answer is something the author needs to believe is true for the argument/
conclusion to make sense. Assumptions are things the argument requires.

Example:

For the weight loss argument, a key assumption is that | won't start eating significantly more
calories than before.

Negation Test: To prove if something is a required assumption, negate it. If the argument collapses when
the answer is negated, then it is a required assumption.

Example:

Negating the assumption "l won't eat significantly more calories" (i.e., "l will eat significantly more calories")
destroys the weight loss argument, proving it was a required assumption.

Lesson 5: Plan Arguments

Plan Argument Thought Patterns:

Right answers to questions with plan arguments will fall into one of four thought patterns:

Unforeseen factor: An important element the author didn’t consider that will affect the plan's success.

People will follow the plan: Addresses whether individuals will actually adhere to the plan.

Plan is feasible: Concerns the practicality or possibility of implementing the plan.

Plan worked in a similar scenario: Indicates if the plan has been successful in comparable situations.

These thought patterns are helpful for understanding why an answer is correct in strengthen, weaken, evaluate, or find

the assumption questions related to plan arguments.
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Lesson 6: Regular Arguments

Regular arguments don’t offer the same correct answer thought patterns that we see in Plan Arguments and

Explanation Arguments.

Regular Argument Tips

e |f the conclusion of the passage is focused on the future, the correct answer needs to in some way influence the future
e |[n arguments that say that because something happened in the past, the same thing will occur in the future, look for an

answer that addresses whether the past circumstance and the current/future circumstance are the same

Lesson 7: Explanation Arguments

Explanation Argument Thought Patterns

Alternative Explanation
This is the most common thought pattern in explanation arguments. The core idea is to consider if there's another reason

for what's being explained.

e Weakeners: Provide a reason to believe an alternative explanation exists.

e Strengtheners/Assumptions: Provide a reason to believe an alternative explanation does not exist, often by ruling

one out.

e Evaluators: Ask whether an alternative explanation exists.

Reverse Causality
This pattern is crucial for correlation-causation arguments (a subtype of explanation arguments). When a correlation is

observed, and a conclusion is drawn that one thing causes the other, it's important to consider if the causation is actually in

the opposite direction.

e Weakeners: State that the reverse causality is true.
e Strengtheners/Assumptions: State that the reverse causality is not true.

e Evaluators: Ask whether the reverse causality is true.

Opposite Circumstance
This pattern is rarer but involves examining whether the author's explanation holds true in a contrasting situation. If an

explanation works for one scenario, it should ideally work in its "opposite" as well.

e Weakeners: Show that the explanation does not apply in the opposite circumstance.
e Strengtheners/Assumptions: Show that the explanation does apply in the opposite circumstance.

e Evaluators: Ask whether the explanation applies in the opposite circumstance.

Author’s Explanation
This pattern, also uncommon, directly addresses whether the author's proposed explanation is plausible or relevant to the

premise. It often seems obvious when stated.
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Lesson 8: Describe the Role Lesson

This lesson is the final new lesson in the GMAT verbal course, focusing on "Describe the Role" questions.

Describe the Role

"Describe the Role" questions highlight one or two lines from a passage and ask you to determine their structural roles in

the argument (conclusion, premise, counterpoint, background). You will likely see one of these questions on test day.

Describe the Role Signal Words

Signal words are crucial for "Describe the Role" questions. They help understand the structure of an argument at just a

glance.

Signal Words Full Structure

Words like "however" split a passage. The portion before "however" typically contains counterpoints, and the portion after

contains the author's argument.

Describe the Role Tips
e Evaluate one bold statement in all of the answers first, then move to the other bold statement
e Look for descriptions in the answers that indicate which side of the argument the answer claims the bold statement is

on (for the argument or against the argument)

Lesson 9: The Evidence Family

Intro to the Evidence Family
e Key Feature: Questions do not test the structure of passages.

e Important Note: Do not think about conclusions, premises, counterpoints, or background in Evidence Family questions.

Evidence Family Overview

e Passage Characteristics: Passages in the Evidence Family do not contain arguments (no conclusions, premises, or
counterpoints).

e Focus: Understanding what the passage SAYS, not how it is BUILT.

e Reading Approach: How to read the passage depends on the question type.

e No Continuity: the two question types from the evidence family, inference and explain the discrepancy, have basically

nothing in common, unlike the question types from the assumption family

Inference Overview

e GMAT Definition of Inference: Something that NEEDS to be true based on a set of evidence (not just LIKELY to be true).
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¢ ldentifying Inference Questions: Often phrased to sound like Strengthen questions, using phrases like "most support.”
e Strengthen Questions: Ask you to find an answer that supports the passage.
e Inference Questions: Ask you to find an answer that the passage supports.

e Key: Figure out "what is supporting what."

e Thereisnt anything in particular that we need to look for when we read inference passages, we just need to read and
understand it
e There's no helpful way to come up with an answer target in inference questions, as we have no way to know where the
inference will be drawn from. We can skip that step in the CR process in inference questions
e Looking for the WRONG answers is vital
e |f an answer tells us new information that wasn’t in the passage, then it's definitely wrong

e |f an answer uses definitive language (Ex: only, never, always, must...) then it's probably wrong

Discrepancy Overview

¢ Identifying Discrepancy Questions: Also uses tricky phrasing.

e Key Phrases: "most strongly justifies," "accounts for," "most helps to explain."
e Purpose: Ask to explain something strange or unusual.
e \When reading the passage, we need to find the surprise and why it’s surprising
e Our answer target is something that explains the surprise
e Common trap answers
e Answers that make the surprise more surprising

e Answers that explain the wrong thing
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